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Oak Lodge School is dedicated to 
providing a broad and balanced 
curriculum at levels appropriate to the 
developmental understanding of our 
students. Our curriculum approach 
reflects our respect for each student as 
an individual, aiming to develop 
knowledge, understanding, self-reliance 
and coping skills in a supportive 
environment that minimises distress. 
Emotional structure and routine is 
important to our students and we seek 
to provide the appropriate level of 
'scaffolding' to support individuals in 
their learning. 
 Practical and active learning beyond the 
classroom is essential to all our students 
and a key aspect of our curriculum. 
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B-Squared  

Progression Steps  

 

Progression Steps is a formative assessment 
framework for students engaging with subject-
specific learning. This framework covers the ability 
range identified by the new performance descriptors. 
Within the new Progression Steps framework, 
Cognition and Learning focuses on academic 

achievement.  
 

Student profiles are reviewed and updated at the end 
of each half term. Moderation meetings are regularly 
scheduled to link evidence-based learning outcomes 
with  B-Squared assessments .  

SCERTS 

The school supports the implementation of the 
SCERTS Model for the assessment and promotion of 
social communication, emotional self-regulation and 
transactional support. It provides specific guidance 
for the development of competent and confident 
social communication 

The assessment of social communication 
competences and the identification and recording of 
interventions and resources to develop positive 
learning outcomes form part of the assessment 
practice of the school.  

Assessment at Oak Lodge  

 
 

In collaboration with parents/carers and students, aspirational and personalised long term and short term 
outcomes are set. These will be included on the Education Health and Care Plans (EHCP) and recorded on 
the Personalised Learning Plan (PLP). Long and short term outcomes are embedded within the 
personalised curriculum. Outcomes are reviewed half-termly and updates will be recorded onto the PLPs.   
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Formal and Semi-Formal Curriculum at Oak Lodge School  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ Elham’s  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Formal Curriclum   
Semi-Formal 
Curriculum   

If a student cannot learn the way we teach, we should teach the way they learn. 
 
We want our students to engage, explore, enjoy and succeed in their learning.  Students are supported to gain the appropriate 
knowledge and skills to prepare them for their future through a formal and semi-formal curriculum.  The Oak Lodge formal and semi-
formal curriculum recognises the range of abilities for our students and is designed to meet their needs through a personalised learning 
approach. It enables all students to take part in activities that are engaging, meaningful and provide relevant and challenging goals.  
Students following our semi-formal curriculum learn best when learning is related to their own experiences. Some may learn through 
structured play, yet others may learn more effectively through functional activities or respond well to the topic-based approach. Students 
following our formal curriculum will access the range of curriculum subjects for their Key Stage, modified in the light of their developmental 
level and needs. The teaching approach will reflect the age and learning style of the students concerned.  
 

 In Middle School (Key Stage 3), students are supported to develop their skills through set themes for each term. 

 In Upper School  (Key Stage 4), students build on the foundation skills developed in Middle School and work towards GCSE, Entry 
Level or ASDAN accreditation depending on individual needs.   

 In Post-16 students continue to build on their skills. They will be working towards ASDAN, Entry  and / or Adult Functional Skills 
accreditation. An increased focus on transferrable skills and functional application is embedded within the Post 16 curriculum.  
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Play at Oak Lodge School  
Throughout the curriculum, opportunities for students to play are encouraged and planned so as to allow for the rich and 
meaningful learning that can occur at such times. Play provides a context for students to access the content curriculum by 
allowing them to explore their interests and in supporting skill development, enables the consolidation of learning, as well 
as being critical to developing communication, social and problem-solving skills.  
In line with identifying the importance of play, sensory play serves significant and overlapping purposes:  
 

 
 
 
 

•   A wide range of highly motivating sensory activities are used to facilitate the 
development of student’s functional communication, particularly the ability to 
make spontaneous requests through fun and motivating interactive sessions 

Sensory Communication   

•      Sensory experiences are offered to students throughout all areas of the           
curriculum to engage students in their learning, and to develop student’s ability to 
attend to teacher led sessions, both in groups and individual intensive sessions 

Sensory Engagement 

•   Sensory stimuli can have a significant effect on regulation of emotional state. 
Students are encouraged to develop and manage their own sensory diets to help 
maintain an optimum level of arousal  

Sensory Regulation  

‘The value of play cannot be emphasised enough’. 
Department for Children, Education & Lifelong Learning and Skills, Welsh Assembly. 
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English 
Curriculum  
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everyday 
activities  
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listening reading      

writing  
Social 

communication 
formal and 

infomal  

Termly topics 
linked to whole 
school themes  
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Curriculum  

Maths for 
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Maths for the 
Community 

  Managing 
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Number              
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Measure               
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Statistics and 

Probability  
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Information and 
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the future  
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Community 

and 
Environment  
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Advocacy  
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Relationship 
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Wellbeing  
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English, Maths and PSHE across Oak Lodge School  
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Middle School (KS3) Curriculum Overview 
 
The Middle School curriculum is delivered primarily through a thematic based approach. Thematic learning is a holistic, 
integrated teaching approach that promotes wider coverage of the curriculum through a variety of interconnected 
activities. These themes are embedded through the different subject areas of the curriculum, all relating to each other to 
utilise collaborative and cooperative learning. Thematic learning is made meaningful by allowing students to apply their 
knowledge and skills to make links to their own experiences, incorporating a student-led approach to teaching and 
learning. The thematic approach to learning is designed to be fun, engaging, practical and meaningful to carefully match  
the strengths and needs of individual students.  

 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
 Theme: 

 
KINGS AND QUEENS 

 
 
 
 
 

Learning for the autumn term will be linked to 
Kings and Queens including set English texts, 

mathematical designs / links, creative art 
projects, all embedded within the foundation 

subjects.  

Theme: 
 

  ROBOTS 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning for the spring term will be linked 
to Robots including set English texts, 

mathematical designs / links, creative art 
projects, all embedded within the 

foundation subjects. 

Theme: 
 

SAFARI 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning for the autumn term will be linked 
to Safari including set English texts, 

mathematical designs / links, creative art 
projects, all embedded within the foundation 

subjects. 
 

 
English 

 
Throughout the academic year, students will be studying short stories and set texts linked to the themes for each term. Personalised learning 
objectives will cover speaking, listening, reading and writing (comprehension, inference, composition and creative writing). Reading will be 
embedded throughout all lessons, with a focused reading session every morning after registration.  
 
Students will be supported to take part in sessions of ‘information sharing’ where students will be working on giving and receiving information 
about themselves and others, gaining a range of skills from recognising names of others, developing skills to initiate conversations with peers 
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
about their interests and recalling events linked to shared experiences.  
 
Communication will be embedded across the curriculum to the level of ability of individual students using verbal language, symbols or signs 
where appropriate. In line with this, sessions including Bag Books and Attention Autism will be promoted, with a close link to the semi-formal 
curriculum.  
 

  
In the Autumn Term a whole school theme will be 
embedded:  Literacy for Creating an Interest:   
 

 Students will create personal booklets, 
linked to their special interests, likes and 
dislikes.  

 Students will learn and experience about 
sharing their own special interests with 
their peers, focusing on informative 
writing skills. 

 Students will learn about creating an 
interest through different mediums (such 
as on the radio, TV, theatre, media, 
adverts)  

 

 
In the Spring Term a whole school theme 
will be embedded:  Literacy for Sharing 
Information:  
 

 Students will learn about and 
experience the sharing of 
information through letter writing 
and postcards (linked to the 
different themes and special 
interests) 

 Students will learn about sharing 
information about past events 
with others (communication in 
everyday life, initiating 
interactions with others, creating 
media broadcasts) 

 Students will learn about 
collecting and using information 
including surveys of opinions.  

 

 
In the Summer term a whole school theme 
will be embedded:  Literacy for Leisure and 
Literacy for the Future: 
 

 Students will reflect on their 
personal booklets from the autumn 
term, supporting with the transition 
for the new academic year 

 Students will learn about using local 
signs for leisure purposes 
(understanding following instructions 
in different settings, creating a 
journey using planning skills).  

 Exploring the online platform to 
explore different ways to plan events 
and journey linked to leisure 
activities (understanding social sight 
information, signs including shopping 
and travel).  
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 

Maths 

 
Classes will be working on all aspects of Mathematics; including Number, Measurement, Geometry, and Statistics. Within this, the 
students will learn where appropriate, place value, multiplication and division, addition and subtraction, fractions, measurement, 
properties of shapes, position and direction, time and money and data handling. Students will learn mathematical skills and 
knowledge and then apply it meaningfully to the world around them, with great emphasis on using Maths knowledge in a 
functional way. 
 
 
Whole school themes will be embedded within the weekly maths lessons including: 

 Maths for Design: Students will learn and experience shapes, patterns, colour, space and design, all linked to the themes 
for each term.  

 Maths for Everyday Life: Students will develop their skills in measuring weight, volume and length through a range of 
activities, particularly cooking as well as their abilities in relation to understanding different units of time and telling the 
time.  

 Maths for the Community: Students will learn and experience maps, travel and timetables and exploring money including 
the budgeting of money.  
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
 
 

PSHE 

 
Throughout the year, PSHE work will target the arising personal, social, health and emotional needs of the students with classes 
studying the following units.  
 

 
 

PSHE 

All about me 
and my peers  

Road Safety 

Healthy 
Lifestyles and  

Personal 
Hygiene  

People who 
help us  

Keeping 
ourselves and 

others safe Cultures and 
Religious 
Education   

Looking after 
our 

environment  

Leisure 
Awareness 

Relationship 
Education   

Emotional 
Regulation / 
well-being 
(Zones of 

Regulation) 
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
 All about me and my peers 

Students will help develop the class rules for all the staff and students. They will learn about their own strengths as well as those 
around them, helping to establish targets for the remainder of the term.  

 Road Safety 
Students will learn about safety when crossing the road and accessing the local community. This will involve in-class activities.  

 Healthy Lifestyles  
Recognise what keeps us healthy, having access to a range of healthy options, knowing what is needed for a healthy body.  

 People that help us 
People in the local community that help us, including visits from the Fire Brigade, Police Officers and Paramedics.  

 Keeping ourselves and others safe 
Understanding the importance of safety in the community and at home, to include ‘stranger danger’, fire safety, e-safety, and 
safety in the home/electrical safety. 

 Personal Hygiene  
Participate in a personal care programme, recognise the value of personal hygiene, and identify a range of appropriate personal 
care products. 

 Looking After Our Environment/Environmental awareness  
Identify different local environments that are meaningful to them, learn to identify the properties of environments, learn about 
some ways to look after their environment. 

 Recycling  
To take some responsibility for the sustainability of the environment by gathering recyclable materials, using again or disposing of 
correctly.  

 Leisure Awareness  
Develop awareness of themselves and be helped to make choices about preferred leisure activities.  

 Relationships Education 
Developing skills to make and maintain friendships. Awareness of the emotional, social and physical changes during puberty. 
Reflect on public/private and appropriate behaviour.  Experiencing working co-operatively with others and reflecting on their 
contribution to the group process. 

 Emotional Well-Being / Regulation 
Awareness of own emotions and emotions of others. Promoting positive mental health whilst building resilience by taking part in 
both individual and group calming sessions. Students to be introduced to Zones of Regulation as a method for encouraging them to 
think about their emotions and how they can be regulated. 
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 

Science 

The following units will be covered in the 
Autumn Term:  

Safety 
 

Students will learn:  

 To work safely in the science room 

 To learn how to work with the different 
equipment safely.  
 
Changing and separating materials 
 

Students will learn:  

 To identify  solids, liquids and gases and 
about their properties 

 Students will learn about changes in 
state, changes that are reversible or 
irreversible changes that occur when 
some solids and liquids are mixed     
about methods used to separate 

The following units will be covered in the 
Spring Term:  

Acid reactions  
 

Students will learn:  

 About the safety rules specific to 
the science room 

 To set up and use simple 
chemistry equipment safely 

 To observe the results of their 
actions and to identify changes 
which occur. 

 Students may test a range of 
familiar household substances and 
identify possible hazards. Students 
may also  learn about  the effect of 
acid on different rocks and plants  

 
 

The following units will be covered in the 
Summer Term:  

Earth, Space and Beyond 
 

Students will learnt about:  

 Our place in the solar system 
the movement of the Earth, and other 
planets, relative to the Sun 

 The movement of the Moon relative 
to the Earth  

 The Earth’s rotation and use this to 
explain day and night and the 
apparent movement of the sun 
across the sky. 

 Current and historical space travel 
and the possibilities for future space 
exploration. 
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
mixtures 
Light and sound 
 

In the topic of Light, students will learn: 

 To recognise that they need light in order 
to see things and that dark is the absence 
of light about different sources of light 
and  possible dangers associated with 
some  about reflections and reflective 
surfaces 

 To investigate opaque, transparent and 
possibly translucent materials how the 
size of a shadow can be changed and to 
recognise a pattern in this change.           

 About the dispersion of light as it travels 
through different mediums 

 
In the topic of Sound, students will:  

 Experience a range of sounds and learn 
to make and change sounds 
independently                

 Learn to identify how sounds are made, 
associating some of them with something 
vibrating   

 Locate and learn to identify different 
sounds in the environment  

 Students may learn about the human ear 
and the function of some of its parts. 
Students may also investigate the 
relationship between the volume of a 
sound and the strength of the vibrations 
that produced it. 
 

 
Energy resources  

 
Students will learn:  

 About different forms of  energy 
and how we use them 

 Where our energy comes from  

 About commonly used  energy 
resources 

 Students will carry out 
investigations using different 
forms energy  

 Students may investigate energy 
resources including solar and wind 
power 

 
Keeping Healthy  

Students will learn: 

 About the basic needs of all 
animals, including humans, for 
survival  

 About the importance for humans 
of exercise, eating the right 
amounts of different types of 
food, and good hygiene. 

 To identify different parts of the 
body and in some cases will learn 
the function of the parts including 
the respiratory and digestive 
systems  

 To  identify the different types of 
teeth in humans and the 
importance of good oral hygiene 

 
Variation and classification  
 

Students will learn: 

 To recognise similarities between 
animals and between plants and 
differences within these groups 

 To recognise that living things can be 
grouped in a variety of ways  

 To explore and name a variety of 
living things in their local and wider 
environment 

 Students may learn to  give reasons 
for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics 

 Students may use classification keys 
to help identify and group plants and 
animals they encounter 

 
 

 Throughout the topics students will have the opportunity to work scientifically as they learn to make and test predictions, make observations 
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
and take measurements. Students will be given the opportunity to work in pairs or small groups to complete simple investigations. Students 
will learn to collect,record and present their results in appropriate ways.  

Culture 
(Religious 
Education) 

 
The following unit will be covered in the 
Autumn Term:  
 

Myself – Who am I? Why am I unique? 
 
Through this unit students will learn: 

 To develop a sense of being unique and 
that everyone is unique  

 That they have feelings, thoughts and 
experiences and how these are similar 
and different to other people 

 To develop a sense of belonging  

 About special interests (theirs and 
others)  

 
 

 
The following units will be covered in the 
Spring Term:  
 
Why is sharing food important on special 

occasions? 
 
Through this unit students will learn:  

 How food is important  

 Why and how people share food 

 Stories from different religions 
about sharing food 

 What food is special in religious 
celebrations  

 

 
The following units will be covered in the 
Summer Term:  
 
How can we be different but live together?  

 
Through this unit students will learn:  

 To discover some similarities and 
differences between people in their 
school community 

 To explore the diversity in the local 
area, or in others’ local areas  

 To learn about importance of 
respecting each other 

 To understand the themes of 
difference and harmony by creating 
a calm, tolerant and respectful 
environment 

 

Throughout the academic year, students will be learning about different festivals and celebrations in different religions. Students will celebrate 
different cultures with British Values embedded throughout the curriculum. Students will also take part in whole school themes linked to the 
different celebration festivals which will be embedded through the foundation subjects.  

Physical 
Education 

 
 Students will be working on a variety of skills and taking part in a range of physical activities within their weekly PE lessons including:  
 

 Ball Skills (ball familiarisation, rolling and stopping, catching and throwing, games, races, team games) 

 Gymnastics  (balancing, rolling, weight bearing, jumping and landing, travelling, using equipment, creating sequences) 

 Dance (arm movements, leg movements, turning, travelling, leaping/jumping, choreographing sequences, performing sequences) 

 Team Games (working together, ball games, net games, rackets games, races, multi sport events) 

 Athletics (running, sprinting, longer distance, hurdling, jumping throwing, mini Heptathlon) 

 Striking/fielding (catching / throwing,  bowling under arm, bowling over arm, batting, games) 

 Personal Fitness  
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
 Boccia (Throwing at a target, practicing different styles of throwing, obstacle boccia, awareness of space, class games) 

 Swiss Ball (getting equipment out safely, basic balancing, core exercises, exercises to music, upper and lower body exercises, kneeling 
exercises, student led sessions) 

 Cycling / scooting (getting equipment out safely and putting on helmet, track awareness, confidence exercises, push and roll, stand on 
one leg, stopping, balance and coordination while travelling, looking ahead for dangers, travelling longer distances, changing pushing 
legs, obstacle challenge, distance challenge)  

 Trampoline (Safety, getting on and stopping and getting off, straight jump, tuck jump, turn jump, pike and straddle, seat drop, creating 
a sequence) 

 
Food 

Technology 

 
Throughout the academic year, students will be learning the processes involved in cooking dishes and learning about nutrition. Students will 
be:  

 Learning the process of following instructions for a variety of ingredients. 

 Developing fine motor skills (chopping, mixing and stirring) to prepare a variety of dishes. 

 Developing functional maths skills to weigh and measure ingredients  

 Understanding the importance of health and safety when in a cooking environment 

 Using and applying skills when using a variety of equipment  

 Understanding the importance of a healthy and balanced diet  

 Developing communication skills to request ingredients and equipment when making dishes 

 Working as part of team to create a final product  

 Understanding the importance of budgeting when planning and executing a final product 

 Tasting and experimenting dishes from different cultures and communities  
 

Music  

 
Students in Middle School will take part in weekly music lessons where students will learn to: 
 

 Make sounds and sing songs related to the termly themes, special interests and whole school events  

 Play a range of instruments  

 Compose songs and create tunes and melodies linked to the termly themes 

 The process of creating a piece of music through a range of mediums (instruments and technology equipment) 

 Understand the rhythm and movement of musical composition  

 Experience a range of musical genres from a variety of cultures  

 Express themselves through the fun of music  

 Work collaboratively to create a variety of musical performances  
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
 
Computing  

 
Over the course of the year, students will use a range of technological equipment (including iPads, computers, laptops, Learnpads, robots, 
programmable toys and digital cameras) to build their knowledge of computing and develop their practical skills.  They will learn how 
computers and computer systems work and be able to develop their mouse and touch screen control as well as their typing skills.  Students will 
also look at basic ‘coding’ and will learn to design and build simple programs.   They will use technology to develop their ideas and create a 
range of content including basic animation, simple games and presentations. They will use virtual reality headsets to experience different 
environments, areas of the world and learn about historical figures.  
 
In addition to this, students will: 
 

 Explore ICT and Creativity by learning and experiencing film making, creating stories, creating music/sounds. 

 Explore ICT for Pleasure, Leisure and Information by learning and experiencing use of community ICT facilities, experiencing digital 
photography and touch technology.  

 Explore ICT for the Future by learning and experiencing using search engines and websites, presenting personal information, 
understanding the use of internet in the community (shopping and planning events). 

 Explore ICT in Enterprise by learning about experiencing design, corporate images, logos, creating animation and the use of ICT in 
promotion and advertising. 

 Explore ICT for Keeping in Touch by learning and experiencing exchanging information such as emails, texting, social networking and 
news sharing. 

 Understanding the Importance of Keeping Safe when using the online platform (e-safety) and using ICT in a healthy manner.  
 

 
Foundation 

Subjects and 
Further 

Learning 

 
In addition to the above subjects, students in Middle School with have timetabled lessons in the following subjects: 
 

 Creative Arts (Art & Drama) Students will be exploring and developing art through creating collages, drawing, painting, crafting, 
sculpting and photography using a range of techniques and styles. Students will learn about different movements and styles of famous 
artists whilst also exploring their own style of creativity. Drama will be used to promote students’ expressive and collaborative skills as 
well as providing another dimension to understanding cross-curricular concepts, particularly in relation to English and PSHE 

 Topic (Geography & History) History and Geography will be taught in relation to the termly theme. Kings and Queens: The UK royal 
family and past UK Kings and Queens and Monarchies around the world, Henry VIII – History,  Buckingham palace and London- 
Geography, and African Geography linked to our literacy work on the Lion King/ Black History Month. 
 During our Robot theme in the spring term we will be looking at the history of technology and how technology is used around the 
world. 
 When studying our Safari theme, students will be learning about the physical and human geography in different African countries, 
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 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
looking at: Cities, Villages, Savannah and deserts as well as other geographic landmarks and climates.   

 Attention Autism (in some classes) – Many classes will experience the sessions of Attention Autism where students will develop the 
skills required for learning, in particular, engaging, looking, listening, sitting, predicting and anticipating using highly sensory and 
creative resources. Social communication outcomes in these sessions are encouraged with the focus of developing communication 
skills such as spontaneous language.   

 Social Skills sessions (with the input of speech and language therapists) 

 Experiencing new environments through educational trips linked to specific termly themes 
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14-19 Accreditations  
14-19 Accreditations  

Maths  GCSE  Mathematics AQA (8300) 
KS4 AQA Entry Level Certificate in Maths (5930) 
P16 OCR Functional Skills  Adult Curriculum (09862,09863,09864) 
P16 OCR Functional Skills  Adult Curriculum ( 09865, 09866) 
ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) 

GCSE  
Entry  level 1-3  
Entry  level 1-3  
Level1-2 
Within Entry Level 1 

English GCSE English  
KS4 OCR Entry Level Certificate in English (R393) 
P16 OCR Functional Skills Adult Curriculum (09495, 09496,09497) 
P16 OCR Functional Skills Adult Curriculum (09498, 09499) 
ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) 

GCSE 
Entry  Level 1-3  
Entry  Level 1-3  
Level 1-2 
Within Entry Level 1 

Life skills  ASDAN Personal Progress  ( Award, Certificate) 
ASDAN Personal and Social Development (PSD) ( Award, Certificate) 

Within Entry Level  1 
Entry Level 1-3 and Level 1-2 

Employability  P16 ASDAN Employability  Entry Level 2-3 

Science  KS4 OCR Entry Level Certificate Science (R483) Entry Level 1 -3 

PE OCR  Entry Level Certificate Physical Education  (R463) Entry Level 1 -3 

Drama  
 

Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative, Media and 
Performance Arts (6320, 6321, 6322,6323) 

Entry Level 2-3 

Music Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative, Media and 
Performance Arts (6340,6343) 

Entry Level2-3 

Media  and 
photography 

OCR Entry Level Certificate in Art and Design- Lens and Light-Based Media 
(R303) 

Entry Level 1-3 

Design and 
Technology  

Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative, Media and 
Performance Arts – Making a product (6221)   

Entry Level 2-3 

Accreditations on offer to our students include GCSE, Entry Level and Personal Progress. A range of vocational 
accreditations are offered through our options .Curriculum and accreditation pathways are tailored to the individual needs 
of our students; therefore timeframes for courses may differ for students. Although there is an outline of qualifications 
and accreditation for students in KS4 and Post 16, there is the flexibility for students to continue with their KS4 
accreditation when they are in Post 16.  
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 ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) and Personal and Social Development 
(PSD) Qualifications 

ASDAN (Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network) is an awarding organisation providing flexible and engaging 
programmes and qualifications that help young people develop skills for learning, work and life. ASDAN qualifications set out below 
are externally assessed through a portfolio of evidence. 
The ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) Entry Level Qualifications have been developed so that the learner working between P Levels 1-8 
and Entry 1 have their achievements recognised within a qualification framework. The Personal Progress qualifications span a wide 
range of achievement from the ability to encounter experiences to the ability to apply basic skills, knowledge and understanding to 
a range of familiar experiences. Students studying Personal Progress can progress within the qualification working towards an 
Award, a Certificate or Diploma; expanding their knowledge and skills through the broad range of Life skills, Maths and English 
related units. When students’ knowledge and understanding has advanced beyond Personal Progress, they can progress onto the 
Personal and Social Development Qualification. This progression can occur at any appropriate time during the course, there is no 
requirement to complete a diploma before moving on.  
 

The ASDAN Personal and Social Development qualifications are available at 5 levels: Entry 1, Entry 2, Entry 3, and Level 1 and 2. 
Students can develop their skills within a level, working towards an Award and then Certificate qualification, or progress to the next 
Entry level of learning. Different learners will have different starting points; the individual needs of the students will determine their 
rate of progress towards key objectives and successful completion of the qualification. There is no requirement for students to 
complete a full Certificate at one level before being able to progress onto the next. Students will move to the next level when it is 
evident through moderation and assessment that they have mastered and can apply the skills learned at their current level of work.  
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PSHE/PSD 

Rights and 
Responsibilities  Personal Safety 

in the Home 
and 

Community  

Preparation 
for Work  and 

Careers 

Community 
Living Skills 

and Managing 
own Money  

Working 
Towards Goals 

Working as           
part of a group  

Relationship 
Education  

Culture               
( Religious 
Education)  

Technology in 
the home and 

Community  

 E-Safety  

Making the 
Most of 

Leisure Time 

Heathy Living  

Emotional 
Regulation and 

well-being 
(Zones of 

Regulation) 

14-19 ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) and Personal and Social 
Development (PSD) Curriculum  
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14-19 ASDAN Personal and Social Development (PSD) and Personal 
Progress (PP) Curriculum 
ASDAN Unit Autumn term 
PSD: Individual rights and responsibilities  
PP:   Rights and Responsibilities: Everybody            
         matters 

This Unit is about raising student awareness of their rights and responsibilities as an individual. They will be 
learning about a range of situations in which they have rights and responsibilities. They will be learning where 
to  find sources of support and information about rights and responsibilities.   

ASDAN Unit Spring Term 
PSD :Using Technology in the Home and  
         Community 
PP:   Engaging with the world around you:  
         technology   

Students are supported to use technology safely and correctly in the home and community. Students will be 
learning about how technology is used for different purposes and in different situation. Students will be 
working towards demonstrating safe practices when using different types of technology. E-Safety is delivered 
through this unit and also included in ‘Managing Social Relationships’,’ Rights and Responsibilities’ and 
‘Personal Safety’.   

ASDAN Unit Summer Term 
PSD: Working as Part of a Group.   
PP:   Getting on with other People 

Students are supported to develop their skills as active contributors when working with others on group 
activities. They will be learning about appropriate interactions with others when working on a group task. 
Students will take part in group activities either organising events or activities  

ASDAN Units  Autumn , Spring and Summer Term 
PSD: Working towards Goals  
PP:    Learning to Learn 

Students will be learning about developing their skills as independent learners. Students do this by agreeing 
and working through action steps that will help them achieve a personal learning goal. Students will set goals 
with their form tutor once a term.  Goals will be informed by the planned outcomes on the student’s EHCP. 

PSD: Making the Most of Leisure Time 
PP:    Engaging in new creative activities  / 
          Participating in sporting activities 

Students will be learning about a range of leisure activities and encouraged to think about their preferences 
for what they want to do in their leisure time. Students are supported to work towards learning to review 
their experiences and communicate their opinions. This unit is embedded within our sports and music lessons.  

PSD: Personal safety in the home and    
         Community 
PP:    Developing Independent Living Skills:     
          Keeping safe  

Students are supported to develop their awareness of potential risks at home and when travelling around. 
Students will be learning about safe practices when carrying out household activities and when out and about 
in the community. This unit is embedded within the cooking lessons and our shopping and cafe lessons. 

PSD: Managing Own Money  
PP:   Understanding what money is used  
         for 

Students are introduced to the basic elements of managing their personal finances, including engaging them 
in planning a personal budget and carrying out transactions capably. This unit is very much embedded within 
the shopping lessons.  

PSD: Preparation for Work 
PP:    Developing Skills for the Workplace   

In KS4 aspects of this module are embedded within the options. Students will be learning about personal skills 
and qualities and develop an understanding that skills needed may be different for different tasks, activities 
and jobs. In Post 16 this unit is embedded within options, world of work workshops and work experience.  
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Upper School (KS4) 
Science  

Autumn Term  Spring Term Summer Term 

OCR Entry Level  OCR Entry Level OCR Entry level 
Fooling your senses 
Attractive Forces  

Hot Stuff  
Extinction  

Dead or Alive – Cells  
CSI 

Fuels  
 Control Systems  

Getting the message  
Clean air and water  

Fly me to the moon. 
Are you over reacting? 

OCR Entry Level Science:  
Provides an entry into the understanding of the physical, chemical and biological world. Students will be learn about: 

 Developing and learning to apply observational, practical and problem solving skills , both in the classroom and other learning  
      environments. 

 Relating Science in the class to Science in the real World 

ASDAN PP/PSD ASDAN PP/PSD ASDAN PP/PSD 
Magnets  
Colours and Smells     

Using Forces 
Healthy Eating                          

Looking after our  
Environment 

 My Body  Scientist at Work Plant Science  

Students studying  Science through the  ASDAN Personal Progress or  ASDAN Personal and Social Development  Qualification will learn about: 
ASDAN Personal and Social Development (PSD): 

 Environmental Awareness. 

 Healthy Living   

ASDAN Personal Progress(PP):  

 Caring for the environment. Students will be learning about;  

 Developing independent Living Skills;  Being Healthy 

Physical Education   
Traditional Therapeutic 

Hockey 
Badminton  

Volleyball 
Hockey  

Athletics 
Tennis 

Swissball 
Boccia 

Pilates 
Personal Fitness 

Kurling 
Trampolining 

OCR Entry Level Physical Education.  Students will learn about applying and practising skills and techniques to practical activities:  

 The importance of being physically active 

 The benefits of positive attitudes through understanding the conventions of fair play, competition and good sporting behaviour  

 Analysing  and improve their own or others performance; identifying strengths and weaknesses and suggesting how performance may be improved  

 Participating  in safe practice through understanding rules and procedures of practical activities 
  

ASDAN Personal Progress Qualification.  Students will learn about: 

 Participating safely  in sporting activities 

 Accepting the support of others and following basic safety rules 

 Identifying and selecting  appropriate clothing and footwear to suit different sporting activities  
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Upper School  (KS4) 
Music   
In Upper school , music is delivered through options on a Wednesday and Thursday afternoon .  
Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative. Media and Performance Arts. Students will learn about: 
 ‘Ensemble Music Performance ‘ ; learning how to  sing or play short, simple pieces as part of an ensemble and /or ‘Solo Music Performance’; learning how 
to sing or play and perform a short, simple solo piece. Students will learn about appraising their performance by identifying what they were good at and 
which skills / areas they would like to develop further. 
ASDAN Personal Progress Qualification.  Students will learn about the above activities through the ASDAN PP unit: engaging in new Creative activities.   

Cooking  
In the weekly cooking sessions, focus is very much on developing skills for everyday life, independence and work . We aim for our students to be able to 
transfer their skills and prepare a simple snack at home.  Students study units from ASDAN Personal Progress or ASDAN Personal and Social Development.  
Upper school Option group students run a cafe once weekly for the school community. Students are involved in creating the menu, doing the shopping, 
preparing the snacks, handling money and customer services.  

Autumn Term Spring term Summer Term 
Students are learning about Health and Safety in 
the kitchen: 

 using utensils, equipment , working with 
others.  

 Using the right utensils/ cutting boards  
for the task and the reasons why 

 Making sandwich snacks in different 
ways :  sandwich, wraps, tortillas ,  

Students are learning about Being Healthy: 

 Following simple healthy routines                
( washing hands, wearing an apron, 
making balanced meals and snacks) and 
the reasons why  

 Making and baking  healthy snacks  

In the summer term students will build on their 
skills learned this year . They will learn to prepare 
a wider range of snacks and drinks and  make 
balanced suggestions and choices.  
Students will be learning to evaluate and 
communicate their thoughts on the food they 
have prepared, the skills they have learned and 
their preferences.   

Art  
Art lesson are  linked to curriculum themes and topics. Art is planned within the department and differentiated  to meet the needs of the individual 
students  

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Culture and Identity Transformation and Change Celebrations and Carnival 

Cultures  
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

What is it like to be part of a ( religious ) 
community in the world today 

What are the different religious believed about 
food 

Celebrations in our community and around the 
world 
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Post -16  
Sports and Leisure  
In Post 16 ‘Sports and Leisure’ form part of the ASDAN Personal Progress and  ASDAN Personal and Social Development Qualification.  There is the flexibility 
for students to work towards or continue with the OCR Physical Education Entry Level when they are in Post 16.  

ASDAN Personal Progress: Personal Enrichment  

 Students will explore and take part in a range of different activities, 
including hobbies, sport activities, places to visit and individual and 
group projects.  

ASDAN PSD Entry Level : Making the Most of Leisure Time  

 Students will learn about the benefits of taking part in leisure 
activities, recognise the different ways they can use their leisure 
time, recognising the range of options available to them and 
reviewing their experiences.  

Music   

Students working at Entry level 2 and 3 will be studying units from the Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative Media and Performance Arts. 
Students will be studying composing music and learning how to :  

 Create simple ideas making use of some musical elements 

 Organise musical ideas  

 Use resources ( instruments/software) in keeping with those genres 

 Record and perform the final composition  
Students will be learning about appraising their compositions; identifying what they were good at and which skills / areas they would like to develop 
further. For students not, yet, working at Entry Level 2, the above activities are linked to ASDAN PP and ASDAN PSD Qualification: Engaging in new Creative 
activities.   

Cooking – Food Safety in the Home and Community  
In Post 16 cooking and food safety lessons focus on developing skills for everyday life, independence and the future. Teaching and learning has an increased 
focus on transferrable skills, problem solving skills and employability skills. It includes the importance of handling food safely and introducing candidates to 
the basic elements of food hygiene. Students in Post 16 wear kitchen hats as well as aprons when preparing food; introducing them to kitchen uniform in 
the work place. Post 16 option group students run a cafe once weekly. Students also run a cafe on a Tuesday afternoon and Friday morning where they are 
engaged in all aspects of the catering business. 

Art  
Art lesson are  linked to curriculum themes and topics Art is planned within the department and differentiated  to meet the needs of the individual students 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Culture and Identity Transformation and change  Celebrations and Carnival  

Cultures  
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

What is it like to be part of a ( religious ) 
community in the world today 

What are the different religious believed about 
food 

Celebrations in our community and around the 
world 
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14-19 English and Maths Qualifications 
 

English and Maths in Upper School and Post 16 is differentiated depending on the needs of the students and the 
accreditation they are working on. Assessments for learning are completed at the beginning of each academic year for 
every student. Following the assessment, students are grouped in set English and Set Maths groups. In Upper school 
English and Maths is taught through twice weekly set groups and 2 further class Maths and English lessons. In Post 16 
English and Maths are taught in set groups. In both departments, English and Maths are firmly embedded in all other 
areas of the curriculum. 
 

Students in Upper school study the English OCR Entry Level Qualification or English through ASDAN Personal Progress. 
They study the Maths AQA Entry Level Qualification or Maths through ASDAN Personal Progress.  The English and Maths 
Entry Level qualifications are taught over 2 years. Students are supported to further develop their skills through both a 
formal and semi-formal English and Maths curriculum. Class Maths and English focus on applying and transferring skills 
learnt in the set classes.  Learning is linked to everyday skills to be learnt, personal interests within familiar contexts, and 
are linked to the term’s themes.   

 AQA Maths Entry Level Qualification is broken down, taught and assessed in 8 separate components.  

 OCR English Entry Level Qualification assessments identify three broad levels of support which the teachers can 
offer from High Level, substantial support, to Low level, minimal support.  The level of support required may impact 
to some extent on the maximum mark which can be awarded and will reflect the Entry Level outcome (e.g. 
achieving an Entry 1, Entry 2 or Entry 3)    

 

Students in Post 16 study the Functional Skills Adult Curriculum for both Maths and English. Functional skills are offered to 
our students at Entry Level 1-3 and Level 1-2. Students not, yet, accessing Functional Skills at Entry 1, will be studying 
Maths and English as part of the Personal Progress Qualification. Functional Skills are not just about the basics of reading 
and writing and an increased focus on problem solving, transferrable skills and functional application are embedded 
within our Post 16 Functional Skills Curriculum. We aim to support our students to become ‘functionally skilled’ enabling 
them  to use and apply their English and Maths knowledge to tackle problems that may arise in life and work.  
OCR Functional Skills assessments are based primarily on task-based scenarios and must be undertaken under controlled 
assessment conditions.   
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English Termly Topics  
These topics provide students with a range of opportunities to apply and transfer the skills they have learned, and are still 
learning, in a creative, fun and meaningful way. Learning will be differentiated to ensure the needs of all students are met, 
learning is challenged at the appropriate level and linked to the course they are studying. 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term  
Literacy for creating an interest Literacy for sharing information  Literacy for Leisure and for the future 
 

 Students will create personal booklets, 
linked to their special interests, likes and 
dislikes.  

 

 Students will learn an experience about 
sharing their own special interests with 
their peers, focusing on informative 
writing skills. 
 

 Students will learn about creating an 
interest through different mediums (such 
as on the radio, TV, theatre, media, 
adverts)  

 

 
 Students will learn and experience the 

sharing of information through letter 
writing and postcards (linked to the 
different themes and special interests) 
 

 Students will learn about sharing 
information about past events with others 
(communication in everyday life, initiating 
interactions with others, creating media 
broadcasts) 
 
 

 Students will learn about collecting and 
using information including surveys of 
opinions 

 

 
 Students will reflect on their personal 

booklets from the autumn term. They will 
supporting to think about things that are 
still the same and things that may have 
changed  in preparation for transition and  
the new academic year 
 

 Students will learn about using local signs 
for leisure purposes (understanding 
following instructions in different 
settings, creating a journey using planning 
skills).  
 

 Exploring the online platform to explore 
different ways to plan events and journey 
linked to leisure activities  
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14-19 ASDAN Personal Progress English  
 

Reading  Writing  Speaking and Listening  
Developing Reading Skills  Developing Writing Skills Developing Communication Skills 

Through this unit  students will be developing 
their skills to: 

 Share a text / story including bag books  

 Develop an  understanding of what is 
being read 

 Read for meaning; matching object to 
symbols, letters or words  

 Express preferences about a text or story 
 

Through this unit  students will be developing 
their skills to: 

 Recognise that meaning can be conveyed 
by marks, symbols, signs or words 

 Communicate using marks, symbols, signs 
or words 

 Understand that images, signs, symbols 
and words convey information for 
different purposes.  

 

Through this unit  students will be developing 
their skills to: 

 Use words, signs, phrases, objects or 
symbols to communicate  

 Share ideas or preferences with others 

 Listen to and follow brief narratives 

 Answer simple questions about a range of 
personal information 

 Use short phrases and ask simple 
questions 

Making Requests and Asking Questions in Familiar Situations 
Through this unit students will be developing their skills to :  

 Make requests using own preferred method of communication 

 To ask questions using own preferred method of communication 
In the earlier stages of the continuum, learners will be asking questions and making requests making requests to familiar people. In the later stages, they 
will begin to ask questions and make requests to people that they do not know so well, or to people they may be meeting for the first time. 
 

Developing Self Awareness : All About Me  
Through this unit students will be developing their awareness of themselves as an individual and to : 

 Recognise what makes them individual  

 Express their individuality 

 Be aware of their relationship to others 

 Recognise how they relate to others 
 
 

All ASDAN Personal Progress English Units are linked to the whole school termly English themes 
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Upper School (KS4) – English OCR Entry Level  
Reading  Writing  Spoken language  

Students are supported to further develop the 
skills needed to read and understand non-fiction 
and literary texts. Learning is based on personal 
interest and contexts familiar to the student. 
Where appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on  developing skills for:  
• Identifying explicit information and ideas 
• Recognising facts and opinions 
• Inferring meanings 
• Summarising information 
• Using context to establish sense 
• Commenting on some language choices 
 
Students will be introduced to / read a range of 
non-fiction and literary text types, such as: 
• newspaper/magazine articles 
• letters 
• information/advice booklets 
• persuasive texts (e.g. 
advertisements, charity appeals) 
• reviews. 
• short stories/narratives 
• descriptive texts 
• autobiography. 

 

Students are supported to further develop the 
skills needed to produce informative and 
imaginative pieces of writing Teaching and 
Learning is based on personal interest and 
contexts familiar to the student. Where 
appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on developing skills for: 
• Selecting language which is appropriate to the  

form, audience and purpose of 
the task 

• Using the grammatical structures of simple 
Standard English 

• Using basic punctuation accurately and 
consistently 

• Accurately spelling commonly occurring, simple 
words. 

 
Students will be learning about writing an 
informative piece of writing. This could take a 
variety of forms including: 
• a letter 
• an advertisement 
• a personal statement 
• a speech 
• an information leaflet 
• an article 
• an opinion piece 
• a review. 

The spoken Language curriculum supports 
students to further develop their skills for 
contributing to conversations and discussion. 
Teaching and Learning is based on personal 
interest and contexts familiar to the student. 
Where appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on developing skills for: 
• Speaking audibly and comprehensibly 
• Engaging in a discussion or conversation 
• Attempting to structure conversation so that it 

is understandable 
• Selecting language that is appropriate for the 

situation and audience 
• Listening to the other person with attention and 

concentration 
• Understanding and responding to the ideas of 

the other person  
 
The discussion can take a variety of forms 
such as a planning exercise, a discussion 
of an issue of local or national interest 
or of the particular interests of the students. It 
could derive from a text that the students have 
been studying and will be linked to the  termly 
Literacy themes  
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Post-16 English - OCR Adult Curriculum Functional Skills  
Reading  Writing  Speaking and Listening  

Aim: 
To learn and reinforce reading strategies and 
inference so that students can access material 
and make meaning when reading  a range of text  
for information and for leisure, further developing 
their inference skills  . Students will be supported 
to develop strategies such as: re-reading, 
predicting, skimming and scanning. Reading 
materials will include reading for leisure and 
reading for information including; Job adverts, 
Leisure facilities (opening times, costs etc.), travel 
information, events in the local community etc.  
 

At Entry  Level 1 students will apply this through : 
Reading and understanding short, simple texts 
that explain or recount information. 
 

At Entry Level 2 students will apply this through :  
Reading and understanding straightforward texts 
that explain inform or recount information. 
 

At Entry  Level 3 students apply this through: 
Reading and understanding the purpose and 
content of straightforward texts that explain, 
inform and recount information. 
 

At Level 1-2 Students will be learning to identify 
the main points and ideas and how they are 
presented in a variety of texts. They are required 
to read and understand a variety of text in details, 
utilise information and identity suitable responses 
 

Aim : 
To learn and reinforce applying writing to real 
examples, situations and tasks preparing them for 
the challenges they will face in the future. 
Students will be learning about writing a range of 
texts to communicate information, ideas and 
opinions, using formats and styles suitable for 
their purpose and audience 
 
At Entry Level 1 students will be learning to:  
Write short, simple sentences  
 
At Entry Level  2 students will be learning to:  
Write short texts with some awareness of the 
intended audience  
 
At Entry Level 3 students will be learning to: 
Ensure written work includes generally accurate 
punctuation, spelling and that meaning is clear, in 
more than one type of text with writing 
sequenced logically.  
 
At Level 1-2 Students will be learning to write a 
range of texts, including extended written 
documents, communicating information, ideas 
and opinions, effectively and persuasively. 
They are required to write with some adaptation 
to the intended audience.   

Aim:  
To raise and reinforce  learners’ awareness of the 
skills of speaking and listening, recognising 
personal skills and setting targets 
 
 
At Entry Level 1 students will be learning  to : 
Participate in and understand the main points of 
simple discussions/exchanges about familiar 
topics with another person in a familiar situation 
 
At Entry Level 2 students will be learning to: 
Participate in discussions/exchanges about 
familiar topics, making active contributions, with 
one or more people in familiar situations 
 
At Entry Level 3 students will be learning to:  
Respond appropriately to others and make some 
extended contributions in familiar formal and 
informal discussions and exchanges  
 
At Level 1-2 Student will be expanding their skills 
to take full part in formal and informal discussions 
and exchanges that include unfamiliar subjects. 
They will be required to present information and 
points of view clearly and persuasively in 
appropriate language.  
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14-19 ASDAN Personal Progress Maths   
 

Number   Measure  Shape  
Developing Number Skills  Early Mathematics: Measure Early mathematics : Shape 

Through this unit  students will learning about: 

 Recognising  the use of numbers in 
familiar context 

 Being  aware of numbers in given contexts 

 Engaging in activities related to counting 
in whole number s 

 Applying some of the counting activities 
and contexts to familiar activities such as 
setting out cups at break time, counting 
down days to a birthday or turn taking.  
 

Through this unit students will be learning about 
common measures. Students will be doing games 
and activities to help develop their skills to:  
Describing and comparing differences in size, 
lengths, heights, weights, capacities and volumes 
between two items, where the difference is 
marked (e.g. using words, signs or symbols for 
terms such as large, big, small, larger, bigger, 
smaller, long, short, tall, longer, shorter, taller, 
heavy, light, heavier, lighter full, empty, holds 
more than, holds less than, has more, has less) 

Through this unit  students will be learning about: 

 Understanding that objects have names 
relating to shape and using some of 
these, albeit inconsistently  

 Recognising and selecting 2D and 3D 
shapes from a given collection and using 
familiar names such as circle, square, 
triangle, rectangle, ball and box, albeit 
inconsistently  

 Identifying and selecting shapes to make 
simple models, pictures and patterns 

 

Time  Money  Position and Sequencing 
Recognising time through Regular Events   Understanding what money is used for  Early mathematics: Position 

Early mathematics : Sequencing and Sorting  
Through this unit  students will be learning about : 

 Relating familiar events to times in the 
day 

 Relating familiar events to days in the 
week  

  Relating familiar events to seasons in the 
year 
 

Through this unit  students will be learning about: 

 the use of money 

 Identifying money from other items  

 Identify uses of money  

 Using  money in realistic situations 

 

Through these units  students will be learning 
about: 

 Investigating positions through activities  

 direction of  and use some familiar signs, 
symbols or words to describe position 
(e.g. inside, outside, above, below, front, 
back) 

 sorting data by a single criterion 
 

Maths Termly Topics 
Maths for Design Maths for information Maths for the community 

These topics provide students with a range of opportunities to apply and transfer the skills they have learned, and are still learning, in a creative, fun and 
meaningful way. Learning is differentiated to ensure the needs of all students are met, learning is challenged at the appropriate level and linked to the 
course they are studying. 
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Upper School (KS4) – Maths AQA Entry Level  
 

Component 1: 
Property of Number  

Component 2: 
The four operations  

Component 3: 
Ratio   

Component 4: 
Money  

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding of place 
value within whole numbers and 
will undertake calculations using 
mental arithmetic and using a 
calculator. Students will 
understand the terms odd and 
even, and rounding will be 
introduced 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 
the four operations. Students will 
undertake calculations using 
mental arithmetic involving 
addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division. 

This content aims to develop 
the student’s understanding of 
equality and basic fractions 

This content aims to develop 
the student’s understanding 
and use of money. Students will 
learn through practical 
activities about the value of 
coins in everyday use in the UK. 
They will convert units of 
money and use a calculator to 
do simple calculations of money 
using decimals 

 

Component 5: 
Calendar and Time   

Component 6: 
Measure  

Component 7: 
Geometry  

Component 8: 
Statistics 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 
12 and 24 hour time and of 
calendars and timetables in 
everyday use. Students will learn 
how to read digital and analogue 
clocks, including using roman 
numerals and learn how to convert 
between 12 and 24 hour times. 
They will also learn about days, 
weeks and months of the year. 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 
measures. Students will learn 
through practical activities about 
methods used to measure length, 
weight and capacity using standard 
and non-standard units. They will 
begin to convert units of length, 
weight and capacity and learn how 
to read scales of measurement. 
They will also learn to compare 
temperature including temperature 
with negative values. 

This content aims to develop 
the student’s understanding of 
shapes, coordinates and 
directions. The student will 
learn about 2D and 3D shapes 
and their properties and they 
will develop an understanding 
of the size of angles, including 
right angles. They will also 
investigate reflective symmetry, 
nets of solids and use of 
coordinates. 

This content aims to develop 
the student's understanding 
and interpretation of simple 
statistical diagrams. Students 
will learn how to conduct 
simple surveys and then 
analyse and communicate their 
results. They will also learn to 
sort information according to 
set criteria. 
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Post-16 Maths - OCR Adult Functional Skills Entry Level 
Entry Level  1   Entry Level 2 Entry Level 3 

Representing   

 Understand simple mathematical 
information in familiar contexts and 
situations. 

 

Representing   

 Understand simple practical problems in 
familiar contexts and situations.   

 Select basic mathematics to obtain 
answers 

Representing   

 Begin to develop own strategies for 
solving simple problems.   

 Select mathematics to obtain answers to 
simple given practical problems  

Analysing   
 Use mathematics to obtain answers to 

simple given practical problems that are 
clear and routine.    

 Generate results that make sense for a 
specified task. 

Analysing   
 Generate results to a given level of 

accuracy.    

 Use given checking procedures. 

Analysing   

 Apply mathematics to obtain answers to 
simple given practical problems that are 
clear and routine.   

 Use simple checking procedures.   
  

Interpreting   
 Provide solutions to simple given practical 
problems in familiar contexts and situations 

Interpreting   
 Describe solutions to simple given practical 
problems in familiar contexts and situations.   

Interpreting   
 Interpret and communicate solutions to practical 
problems in familiar contexts and situations.   

Students will be learning :  

 To use numbers with one significant 
figure in practical contexts;   

 About properties of size and measure, 
including length, width, height and 
weight, and make simple comparisons 

 To describe position  

 To recognise and select coins and notes;   

 To recognise and name common 2D and 
3D shapes  

 To sort and classify objects practically 
using a single criterion.  

 

Students will be learning :  

 To understand and use whole numbers 
with up to two significant figures;   

 To use addition/subtraction in practical 
situations 

  To use doubling and halving in practical 
situations 

 To use and recognise and use familiar 
measures, including time and money 

 To use and recognise sequences of 
numbers 

 To use simple scales and measure to the 
nearest labelled division  

 About the properties of simple 2D and 3D 
shapes 

 To extract information from simple lists 

Students will be learning :  

 To add and subtract using three-digit 
numbers 

 To solve practical problems involving 
multiplication and division by 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 10 

 To round to the nearest 10 or 100.  

 To use simple fractions 

 To estimate, measure and compare 
length, capacity, weight and temperature  

 To use decimals to two decimal places in 
practical contexts 

 To recognise and describe number 
patterns 

 To complete simple calculations involving 
money and measures.    

 To extract, use and compare information  
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Post-16 Maths - OCR Adult Functional Skills Level 1 and 2 
Level 1 Level 2 

Representing   

 Understand practical problems in familiar and unfamiliar contexts 
and situations, some of which are non-routine.   

  Identify and obtain necessary information to tackle the problem.   

 Select mathematics in an organised way to find solutions.   

Representing    

 Understand routine and non-routine problems in familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts and situations.   

 Identify the situation or problems and identify the mathematical 
methods needed to solve them.   

 Choose from a range of mathematics to find solutions 

Analysing   

 Apply mathematics in an organised way to find solutions to 
straightforward practical problems for different purposes.   

 Use appropriate checking procedures at each stage. 

Analysing   

 Apply a range of mathematics to find solutions.   

 Use appropriate checking procedures and evaluate their 
effectiveness at each stage.   

Interpreting    

 Interpret and communicate solutions to practical problems, drawing 
simple conclusions and giving explanations. 

Interpreting   

 Interpret and communicate solutions to multi-stage practical            
problems in familiar and unfamiliar contexts and situations.   

 Draw conclusions and provide mathematical justifications. 

Students will be learning :  

 To understand negative numbers in practical contexts 

 Add, subtract, multiply and divide whole numbers using a range of 
strategies  

 Understand and use equivalences between common fractions, 
decimals and percentages 

 Solve simple problems involving ratio, where one number is a 
multiple of the other 

 Solve problems requiring calculation with common measures, 
including money, time, length, weight, capacity and temperature;   

 Convert units of measure in the same system 

 Work out areas and perimeters in practical situations 

 Construct geometric diagrams, models and shapes 

 Extract and interpret information from tables, diagrams, charts and 
graphs. Use data to assess the likelihood of an outcome  

 Collect and record discrete data and organise and represent 
information in different ways 

Students will be learning :  

 Understand and use positive and negative numbers of any size in 
practical context 

 Carry out calculations with numbers of any size in practical contexts 

 How to use and calculate ratio and proportion, including problems 
involving scale 

 How to use equivalences between fractions, decimals and 
percentages 

 How to use 2D representations of 3D objects   
How to find area, perimeter and volume of common shapes 

 How to use convert and calculate using metric and, where 
appropriate, imperial measures 

 Collect and represent discrete and continuous data,  

 Use and interpret statistical measures, tables and diagrams, for 
discrete and continuous data, using ICT where appropriate 

 Use statistical methods to investigate situations 

 Use probability to assess the likelihood of an outcome 
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Wednesday 
options 

Drama  

Working in 
Freshfields 

Cafe  

Local 
History and 
Geography  

Languages  Music  

Hair and 
Beauty  

Work 
Experience- 
The Lodge 

Shop  

Thursday  
options 

Gardening   

Animal Care  

Media  

Music  

Creative 
Art  

Design  

14-19 Options  
Upper school and Post 16 run their options on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. Our options programmes aim to 
provide our students with opportunities to explore a range of vocational areas and to support them to further develop 
their skills, interests, aspirations and voice. As well as learning course specific skills, work related learning and problem 
solving skills are also embedded. Courses are either accredited through Entry Level Qualifications,  Personal Progress or 
Personal and Social Development Qualification.  
 

Options Upper School (KS4) 
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Wednesday 
options 

Animal 
Care 

Gardening 

Hair and 
beauty  

Design and 
Technology  

Team 
Enterprise 

Media 

Thursday 
options 

Drama  

 Working in 
Freshfields 

Cafe  

Local 
History and 
Geography  

Languages  

Creative 
Arts 

Sports  

Post 16 – Options  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World of Work 
In their class groups, students take part in weekly World of Work workshops, which take place on Wednesday afternoons. 
The workshops provide students with opportunities to engage in a range of work based learning experiences. It aims to 
further develop an understanding of their own skills and qualities as well as those required for different jobs .Students 
learn about job specific skills, health and safety, communication within the work place ( formal and informal), problem 
solving, and generic work skills such as workplace safety and timekeeping. Students are supported to research specific 
jobs and courses of interest. Classes rotate and do a different workshop each half term.   

Post-16 
Students working 

between P4 and E1 
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Gardening  

•Maintaining  the 
Post 16 Garden 
and areas within 
the school 

•Working on an 
allotment.  

Animal Care  

•Learning about a 
range animals  and 
visiting places 
within the local 
community.  

 

Team Enterprise 

•Making products 
for The Lodge  
Shop  

•Understanding 
that some 
products are linked 
to seasons.  

Car Maintenance  

•Maintenance of 
school minibuses 
and carwashing 
service.  

Graphic Design  

•Designing and 
creating a  half 
termly Post 16 
magazine. 

Woodwork  

•Making products 
for The Lodge 
Shop. 
Understanding that 
some products are 
linked to seasons.   

Work 
Experience  

Ushering: 
Local 

Cinema  

Catering: 
Freshfields 

Cafe  

Gardening  

Office Work: 
Action for 

Kids  

Harington 
Scheme  

Post 16 – World of Work Workshop  

 
Post 16 - Work Experience  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Post-16 
Students working 

between P4 and E1 
 

Post-16 
Students working 

between P8 and L1 
 

During their stay in our Post-16 provision, 
students will have the opportunity to 
complete a work experience placement in 
our shop ‘The Lodge’, in our Post-16 Cafe 
and at Action for Kids. We have links with 
our local cinema and The Harington 
Scheme, providing further opportunities 
for our students to access work based 
learning placements in the community. 
We work together with the Support for 
Schools Adviser from the Department for 
Work and Pensions who comes into school 
to work with our students on interview 
skills, CV writing and other work related 
learning.  
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Upper School  Example Timetable  
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Post 16 Example Timetable  
 


